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Welcome ! 
 
 
Dear friends and colleagues 
 
It’s just magical to have a chance to talk about seahorses and pipefishes with people who are 
as enthralled as I. 
 
As with many other seahorse and pipefish species around the world, the ones in Europe are 
caught up in a great number of human-created changes, and face an uncertain future.  The 
more we know and the more we apply such knowledge to conservation of their wild populations, 
the more we can safeguard the future of these fishes. 
 
This meeting gives a chance to bring together an array of researchers and other professionals 
who are actively engaged with seahorses and pipefishes in Europe.  I’m so glad you could 
manage to find the time. Many more people would have liked to participate but couldn’t come at 
such short notice.  You are missed but we will share our thoughts from these 
discussions.  Connecting us all will enhance our own work and make it more rewarding. 
 
Sincere thanks to the Oceanário de Lisboa and the Oceano Azul Foundation for their support for 
this meeting and for syngnathid (and marine) conservation in general.   And heartfelt thanks to 
Guylian Chocolates Belgium for its generous help with this event and for its long lasting and 
very valuable determination to secure a future for seahorses in healthy oceans.  Further thanks 
to Regina Bestbier, Miguel Correia, Lily Stanton and all the team at Oceanário de Lisboa and 
Oceano Azul Foundation for their quick and effective action to pull this meeting together. 
 
Very best wishes 
Amanda 
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Goals and Objectives of Meeting 
 
 
Goals:  Build network to help expand knowledge and action for syngnathid species 
 
 
Objectives: 
 

1. Address IUCN Red Listing for the European seahorse species, trying to resolve Data 
Deficient status. 
 

2. Generate quick response capacity when concerns arise for the European syngnathid 
species. 

 
3. Agree on consistent methods for population assessment in support of IUCN Red Listing 

and other conservation action for syngnathids. 
 

4. Develop proposal for European Union’s CostAction fund, to allow ongoing collaboration. 
 
 
List of Participants 
 
Núria Baylina, Portugal, Oceanário de Lisboa 
Miguel Correia, Portugal, Universidade do Algarve 
Michele Gristina, Italy, Italian National Research Council 
Catarina Fonseca, Portugal, Oceanário de Lisboa 
Vanda Lobo, Portugal, Oceano Azul Foundation 
Patrick Louisy, France, Association Peau-Bleue 
Sylvie Louisy, France, Association Peau-Bleue 
Cristina Mena, Spain, Asociación Hippocampus 
Kenyon Mobley, Finland, University of Helsinki 
Nuno Monteiro, Portugal, Universidade do Porto 
Beatriz Morales, Spain, Mediterranean Institute for Advanced Studies 
Francisco Otero, Spain, Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Jorge Palma, Portugal, Universidade do Algarve 
Rita Sá, Portugal, Associação Natureza Portugal/ World Wildlife Fund/SCIAENA  
Mohammad Reza Shokri, Iran, Shahid Behesti University* 
Amanda Vincent, Canada, Project Seahorse, University of British Columbia 
 
*Attending meeting remotely  
 
 
 
 



4 
European Syngnathid Meeting 

 

Agenda 
 
Day 1 
 
Saturday, 20 October 2018 
 
2:00 pm Gather for first social interaction 
 
2:30 pm Welcome & opening comments - Oceanário de Lisboa/ Oceano Azul Foundation 
 
2:45 pm Summary presentations from participants 
    
  Núria Baylina  
  Michele Gristina   
  Patrick Louisy 
  Sylvie Louisy  

Cristina Mena 
 
 
3:30 pm  Oceano Azul Foundation talk- Vanda Lobo  
 
4:00 pm  Break 
 
4:30 pm Summary presentations from participants continued 
 
  Kenyon Mobley 
  Nuno Monteiro  
  Beatriz Morales   
  Francisco Otero  
  Jorge Palma & Miguel Correia  
   

Neil Garrick-Maidment* 
  Vasilis Mentogiannis* 
  Miguel Planas* 
  Marina Quiñe* 
  Mohammad Shokri* 
  Richard Smith* 
   
6:00 pm Tour of Oceanário de Lisboa 
 
8:30 pm Dinner  at Pateo Restaurante 
   
 
*not attending meeting 
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Day 2 
 
Sunday, 21 October 2018 
 
9:00 am  Synthesis of summaries, identifying patterns 
 
9:30 am  Update on global issues with regard to syngnathids- Amanda   
   Vincent 
 
10:00 am  Explore plan for day/ambitions for collaboration based on    
   summaries  
 
10:30 am  Break   
 
11:00 am  Red List training/data gathering/discuss consistent methods 
 
12:30 pm  Lunch  
 
2:00 pm  Workshop on identified priority- Red Listing or other dominant issue 
 
3:30 pm  Break 
 
4:00 pm  Break out groups to address particular issues 
 
5:00 pm  Ways forward- grant from EU’s CostAction (to maintain    
   connections) & other plans  
 
6:00 pm  Out and about for drinks and socializing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
European Syngnathid Meeting 
Fundação Oceano Azul, at Oceanário de Lisboa 
Esplanada D Carlos I, Doca dos Olivais, 1990-005 Lisboa 
+351 218 917 000 
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Participants 
 
Núria Baylina  
 

Curator and Head of Conservation at Oceanário de Lisboa. Graduated in 
Aquatic Sciences at the University of Porto and started working at 
Oceanario de Lisboa in 1997, one year before its opening. Member of the 
World Association of Zoos and Aquariums Conservation and Sustainability 
Committee in 2016 and 2017. Member of the Elasmobranch Steering 
Committee integrated in the Fish and Invertebrate Taxon Advisory Group of 
the European Association of Zoos and Aquariums. EAZA Studbook Keeper -
Blue Spotted Stingray. 

 
 
Miguel Correia 
 

Miguel is a researcher based at the University of the Algarve, Portugal, who 
has been studying both European seahorse species (Hippocampus 
guttulatus and Hippocampus hippocampus) since 2007, looking at several 
aspects of their biology and ecology. He has also developed a successful 
breeding program in captivity for both seahorse species. Miguel holds a 
PhD in Marine Ecology from the University of Algarve, an MSc. in Biology 
and Management of Marine Resources from University of Lisbon and a 
BSc. in Marine Biology from University of Algarve. 

 
 
Michele Gristina 
 

Michele is a Senior Marine Biologist with the Italian National Council of 
Research (CNR). His scientific activity is mainly focused on Fishery Ecology 
(Fishing impact on demersal communities and benthic assemblages. He is 
also involved on ecology and management of endangered sedentary 
species: Spiny lobster (Palinurus elephas) and Long-snouted seahorse 
(Hippocampus guttulatus). 
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Catarina Fonseca 
 

Catarina recently joined the team at Oceanário de Lisboa as the IUCN 
Marine Red List Officer in a new partnership between Oceanário de Lisboa 
and IUCN. With a MSc in Conservation Science from Imperial College 
London, she started her focus and professional experience on marine 
conservation, with a project on applied human impacts in cetacean 
populations. 
 

 
Vanda Lobo  

 
Conservation Project Manager at Oceano Azul Foundation since 2018. 
Manages the Foundation’s conservation projects such as the Ria Formosa 
Seahorses, MPAs and Sustainable Fisheries. Graduated in Biology from the 
University of Lisbon, joined Oceanário de Lisboa team in 1998, working as 
senior aquarist and providing support to the Curator for Conservation 
Projects. As a marine biologist, participated in the project “Ilhas do Rio” of 
the NGO “Mar Adentro”. Joined the Brazilian Government Environmental 
Agency, ICMBio, working at the Conservation Unit of “Monumento Natural 

das Ilhas Cagarras”. Worked two years as a consultant to AquaRio’s (Rio de Janeiro public 
aquarium) top management, assisting with the final phase of construction, concept definition 
and operational kick off. 
 
Patrick Louisy  

Ichthyologist (ecology and behaviour, field identification), aquarium expert, 
UW photographer and writer. Author of the Europe and Mediterranean marine 
fish identification guide. Founder and scientific manager of the French 
scientific NGO Peau-Bleue. One of the first to run marine citizen science 
programs in France. Has worked on seahorses and syngnathids since 2005. 
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Sylvie Louisy 
 

Sylvie Louisy is a retired teacher. She has been taking an active part in Peau-
Bleue’s programs on syngnathids since they started in 2005, in the field as 
well as at the desk, as the secretary of the NGO.   
 

 
 
Cristina Mena  

Degree in Biological Science from the University of Alicante, Spain. She was 
involved in several marine biology projects, PhD Research Fellowship on Fish 
Nutrition by the Regional Council of Agriculture and Environment on R&D in 
Aquaculture. Centre of Marine Resources, San Pedro del Pinatar, Murcia. 
Spain. Currently works as a vocational training teacher in Aquaculture. She has 
participated in Environmental Education and since 2010 and is the president of 
the Hippocampus Association whose work focuses on the current state of the 
population of the seahorses in the lagoon of Mar Menor and other related 
issues. 

Kenyon Mobley 

Dr. Kenyon Mobley is a senior researcher at University of Helsinki, Finland. 
His work focuses on the evolution, ecology and behavior of fishes including 
syngathids, gobies, sticklebacks and salmonids. Dr. Mobley's research with 
syngnathids reaches back to his PhD work on North American pipefishes at 
Texas A&M University in 2007. Since this time, he has published >20 papers 
on sexual selection, reproductive behaviors and population genetics of North 
American, European, and Australian pipefishes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
European Syngnathid Meeting 

 

Nuno Monteiro 
 
Nuno Monteiro is a researcher at CIBIO/InBio (University of Porto, Portugal), 
and he started working with pipefish nearly two decades ago. He is mainly 
focused on issues related with sexual selection, male pregnancy and the 
effects of climate change on mating systems and adaptation. 
 

 
 
Francisco Otero 
 

Francisco Otero-Ferrer is a Post-Doc researcher in Marine Habitats (Institute 
of Sustainable Aquaculture and Marine Ecosystems, Las Palmas, Spain). He 
has a PhD in marine science (University of Las Palmas) combining Ecology 
and Aquaculture to study the seahorse populations in Gran Canaria (Spain). 
He has long been involved, through research and professional activities, in 
multidisciplinary sectors (aquaculture, technical diving and aquariums) in 
various countries, always related to environmental management and marine 
sciences. 

 
 
Jorge Palma 
 

Jorge Palma is a researcher at the CCMAR (Portugal). He has a PhD in 
Marine Zoology and for more than a decade he has focused his research on 
the study of European seahorse species both in the wild and in captivity 
attempting to combine knowledge for their long-term conservation.  
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Rita Sá 
 

Marine Biologist, expert in Fisheries, Master in Aquatic Ecology and PhD in 
Marine Sciences. She has been working in Oceans and Fisheries for more 
than 15 years, where she has developed expertise in participatory 
processes. In 2014 she joined the WWF team, working on projects related to 
Co-Management in Fisheries, Sustainable Fish Consumption and Marine 
Protected Areas, a role that she now plays in Associação Natureza Portugal. 
 

 
Mohammad Reza Shokri 
 

Dr. Mohammad Reza Shokri is a marine biologist with research and 
teaching interests in fish ecology, coral reef ecology, marine conservation, 
and marine environmental management. His particular research interests 
include testing the surrogacy value of biotic and abiotic features of marine 
ecosystems, selecting and designing marine protected areas, coral reef 
molecular ecology, reef fish ecology, and the management and 
conservation of marine biodiversity.  
 

 
Amanda Vincent 
 

 Amanda Vincent is an Ocean Optimist, convinced we know enough to 
make huge progress on conservation of marine spaces and species.  Our 
challenge is to apply knowledge creatively and meaningfully in overcoming 
societal inertia and political obstacles. Amanda is a Professor at the Institute 
for the Oceans and Fisheries at The University of British Columbia, 
Canada.  She also leads Project Seahorse (www.projectseahorse.org), a 
team that blends research with management and policy action.  Along with 
other international roles, Amanda is Chair of the IUCN SSC Specialist 

Group for Seahorses, Pipefishes and Sticklebacks and of the IUCN SSC Marine Conservation 
Committee.  
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Sponsors 
 
Guylian Belgian Chocolates 
 

The chocolate world and the underwater world have 
always flowed together for Guylian. When Guylian 
was founded, the maker of the world-renowned 
Belgian chocolates distinguished itself by creating 
chocolates in the shape of seashells. As a way of 
giving something back to consumers and the 
environment, Guylian has been the major sustaining 
sponsor of Project Seahorse since 1999.  

 
Every time you buy a box of Guylian Belgian Chocolates, you are supporting Project 
Seahorse. Project Seahorse and Guylian agree on the importance of seahorses as a sign of 
quality - whether it’s for healthy coastal seas or fine Belgian Chocolates. Since 1999, Guylian 
has donated over 1.6 million Eurosto support Project Seahorse’s work. Besides the financial 
contribution, Guylian helps raise awareness around the world by targeted outreach activities, 
such as seahorse photo competitions and exhibitions, school education programs, and other 
promotional activities. They also spread conservation messages on the millions of boxes of 
Guylian Chocolates sold worldwide every year, on their website and through their social media.  
www.guylian.com | www.facebook.com/GuylianChocolates | 
https://www.instagram.com/guylianchocolates/ 
 
 
IUCN SSC Seahorse, Pipefish and Stickleback Specialist Group 
 

The IUCN SSC Seahorse, Pipefish and Stickleback Specialist Group 
(SPS SG) is dedicated to the conservation of seahorses, pipefishes, 
and sticklebacks- as well as related species such as trumpetfishes, 
cornetfishes, seamoths, shrimpfishes, and pipehorses.  As the IUCN 
global authority on these animals - which are found all over the world, 
many of them threatened - the SPS SG works with scientists, 
conservationists, governments and other groups to ensure that wild 
populations are healthy and well-managed.  

www.iucn-seahorse.org | https://twitter.com/IUCNSeahorse 
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 Oceano Azul Foundation 
 

The Foundation owes its origins to the belief that, in times of 
profound change, it is necessary to change behaviour in order to 
ensure the coexistence of human development and protection of 
the oceans. The Foundation was thus set up in 2017, stemming 
from a desire to once again bring Portugal closer to the sea and 
to help the country develop a blue generation and to position 
itself as a leader in ocean-related issues. The cornerstones of 
the activities of the Oceano Azul Foundation are Education and 
Literacy, Conservation and Empowerment, under the rallying cry 
of “From the Ocean’s Point of View”. 

www.oceanoazulfoundation.org https://www.facebook.com/oceanoazulfoundation/ |  
https://www.instagram.com/oceanoazulfoundation/ 
 
  
 Oceanário de Lisboa 
 
Oceanário de Lisboa is a world-renowned public aquarium, considered the “best aquarium in the 

world” in the TripAdvisor Travellers Choice awards in 2017. 
The aquarium, which welcomes over a million visitors a year, 
shares with the Oceano Azul Foundation the mission of 
promoting knowledge of the ocean, raising awareness of its 
conservation through changes in behaviour. The Oceanário 
develops educational activities and collaborates on scientific 
research and marine biodiversity conservation projects that 
promote sustainable development of the ocean. 
 

www.oceanario.pt | www.facebook.com/Oceanario.de.Lisboa | www.instagram.com/oceanariode
lisboa 
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Project Seahorse 
 

Project seahorse is a marine conservation group 
dedicated to the conservation and sustainable use 
of the world’s coastal marine ecosystems. We 
generate cutting-edge research and turn our 
findings into highly effective conservation 
interventions, in collaboration with governments, 
local communities and stakeholders.  

 
By working to protect seahorse, Project Seahorse supports marine conservation more broadly. 
Seahorses suffer from the same pressures and benefit from many of the same interventions as 
other marine life. They are threatened by overfishing and habitat loss. Action for seahorse 
conservation directly benefits other marine animals, particularly when it comes in the form of 
marine protected areas or improved governance.  
 
Founded in 1996 by Dr. Amanda Vincent and Dr. Heather Koldewey, we have received many 
international awards and honours, including the Rolex Award for Enterprise, Whitley Award in 
Animal Conservation and the Pew Fellowship in Marine Conservation.  
 
Our home institutions are The University of British Columbia’s Institute for the Oceans and 
Fisheries and the Zoological Society of London. Guylian Belgian Chocolates is our major 
funding partner.  
 
 
 
 
Useful links & info 
 
Guylian Belgium Chocolates Guylian.com 
IUCN Seahorse, Pipefish and Stickleback Specialist Group iucn-seahorse.org 
Oceanário de Lisboa oceanario.pt 
Oceano Azul Foundation oceanoazulfoundation.org 
Project Seahorse projectseahorse.org 
Seahorses in the Ria Formosa Toolkit iucn-seahorse.org/toolkits/portugal 
 
 


