
 

 
 

 

 

 Save a seahorse or pipefish! Avoid anchoring in sensitive habitats and practise 

sustainable boating measures 

 Look after your litter - Organize or participate in a beach or underwater clean up 

 Participate in citizen science projects  

 Support local water quality initiatives 

 Be a responsible and conscientious recreational fisher 

 Volunteer in your community 

 Share your love of the Knysna seahorse local parks and nature reserves  

 Share your opinion -> participate in park planning/management efforts 

 



 

 
 

The Knysna seahorse is truly a national treasure. It is our country’s only endemic seahorse and 

is one of only two endangered seahorse species in the world. Found in only three Southern 

Cape estuaries ( the Knysna, Swartvlei and Keurbooms Estuaries)  the Knysna seahorse is an 

iconic species for Knysna, South Africa and the world. The Knysna Estuary is among the most 

heavily used water bodies in South Africa. Unfortunately this has led to a decline in the health 

of the Knysna Estuary ecosystem and native fish populations attributable to habitat loss, 

overfishing, pollution, and warming sea temperatures. However there are simple things you can 

do to help the Knysna seahorse and in turn protect and manage South Africa’s natural 

resources.  

 

 

 The Knysna seahorse lives among submerged aquatic plants such as seagrass beds of the 

Knysna, Swartvlei and Keurbooms Estuaries and anchoring in sensitive habitats can 

damage these creatures’ homes. 

 When anchoring your boat, place the anchor in clean sandy areas downwind from 

seagrass beds. This will keep the anchor line from being dragged across the seagrass 

beds.  

 Use 5 to 7 times the length of rope as the depth of the water to ensure the anchor 

won’t drag. Snorkel or dive to check the anchor and line are secure and not touching any 

sensitive habitat. 

 Help protect seagrass beds and the Knysna seahorse -reduce speed in shallow areas, 

avoid seagrass beds during low tide and/or tilt motor over seagrass habitat.   

 

 Marine debris is an important issue for the health of our oceans 

 We have more plastics in the ocean than stars in our galaxy 

 The solution is simple: look after your litter & use less plastic 

 Check out Debris Free Oceans for more information  

 http://www.debrisfreeoceans.org/ 

 Visit the Knysna Basin Project (www.knysnabasinproject.co.za) or the Knysna Wildlife 

Project (https://www.facebook.com/KnysnaWP/) to sign up for the next organized 

clean-up 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 By reporting sightings, you can help to support scientific research and management 

efforts in South Africa and abroad 

 Seahorses: iSeahorse www.iseahorse.org 

 Help monitor the intertidal biodiversity of the Knysna Estuary, by joining the Knysna 

Basin Project’s ShoreSearch programme 

http://knysnabasinproject.co.za/conserve/shoresearch/ 

 

 

 The economy of Knysna is directly dependent on a healthy and pristine natural 

environment, which include the entire Knysna catchment 

 Catchment based activities have a direct impact on our estuary, such as polluted 

stormwater run-off 

 Play your part in being a responsible and conscientious Knysna local - limit the use of 

fertilizers in your garden, don’t pollute natural streams 

 Remember that all stormwater drains lead to the estuary - make sure your stormwater 

drain is not connected to your sewage outfall 

 You can help by reporting land-based run-off or any pollution events 

 

 

 Learn about fishing regulations and why they are important. For more information visit: 

https://www.sanparks.org/docs/conservation/scientific/coastal/pamphlet2-

recreational-fishing-regulations.pdf  

 Learn to correctly identify your catch  

 Support catch and release 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 Many organizations are looking for dedicated people who can lend a helping hand. Park 

volunteers fill a variety of roles including counting and measuring fish at area marinas, 

providing information to visits on land (at the Visitor Center) or at sea (boat patrol) and 

more! 

 Check out these great organizations for volunteer opportunities: 

 SANParks http://www.sanparksvolunteers.org/ 

 Nature’s Valley Trust http://www.naturesvalleytrust.co.za/get-involved/volunteer/ 

 WESSA (the Wildlife and Environmental Society of South Africa) http://wessa.org.za/get-

involved/volunteer/ 

 

 

 Help raise awareness about the amazing habitats, activities and cultural importance of 

the Knysna seahorse and you local parks and nature reserves. Share fun facts over social 

media such as Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 

 Better yet, explore a new park or nature reserve with a friend  

 

 

 Make sure the park is managed well and make your voice heard. There are 

opportunities to learn about current management plans and future park planning efforts 

at public meetings. Learn more about these plans and share your opinion. 

 Join the Knysna Estuary Forum, the Knysna Catchment Management Forum or the 

Knysna Environmental Forum 


